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last 8 years. I only stumbled when I was tired.
[Laughter]

So I want you to think about this. I’m glad
you came here. I’m glad you gave him your
money. I appreciate that. But it’s not enough.
Almost all of you have more friends who are
less interested in politics than you are, than
you have friends who are as interested or more
interested than you are. Almost all of you have
a lot of friends who would never come to an
event like this or who at least have never been.
And I just want to urge you, in the next 60
days, to try to take a little time everyday for
citizenship. Tell people we may never get an-
other chance like this, when there’s so much
progress at home and the absence of so many
threats to us abroad and so much opportunity
to do good for our children and our grand-
children, to build the future of our dreams for
them. And tell them we can’t blow it. Tell them
there are real and significant differences be-
tween the two parties and the candidates in
every race—in the U.S. Senate race in New
York and the House race here and certainly
in the race for President and Vice President.

And there is evidence here. We’ve tried it
their way; we’ve tried it our way. You have a
track record here. And I think it’s really worth
some of your time and effort. If you went to
the trouble to come here and stand in this hot
room because you believe you ought to be here
and you believe you ought to support this fine
young Congressman, then it is worth some time
in the next 60 days to talk to your friends and
neighbors who don’t come to things like this,
who don’t normally take the same position you
do or activity you do in politics, and try to
convince them that you came here for a reason,
and they ought to vote with you in November.

I’m telling you, if people believe this election
is about building the future of our dreams for
our children, he will win; Hillary will win; Al
Gore and Joe Lieberman will win; and we will
have a great celebration on election night.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6 p.m. at a private
residence. In his remarks, he referred to reception
hosts Richard Medley and his wife, Maureen A.
Murray. Representative Weiner was a candidate
for New York’s Ninth Congressional District.

Statement on Proposed Tobacco Legislation
September 11, 2000

Today researchers are releasing two important
studies that remind us why we must act quickly
to protect young people from the dangers of
tobacco.

According to an NIH-funded study in the
September issue of Tobacco Control, children
become addicted to nicotine more readily than
researchers previously suspected. The study
shows that kids do not need to smoke every
day before they become dependent on nico-
tine—even adolescents who smoke as little as
once a month experience symptoms of addiction.
And because we already know that at least one
third of the children who get hooked will have
their lives cut short as a result, the national
consequences are devastating. Another study re-
leased today in the September issue of Preven-
tive Medicine underscores the effectiveness of
price increases as part of any comprehensive
effort, especially among young people—up to

2.3 million lives could be saved over the next
40 years by a $1.00 per pack inflation-adjusted
price increase alone.

These studies today show why Congress must
join Vice President Gore and me in making the
health of our children a priority. Today I renew
my call to Congress to affirm the FDA’s author-
ity to limit tobacco marketing and sales to youth
and fund the Clinton-Gore administration’s to-
bacco-related budget proposals. I also urge Con-
gress to reject special interest protections for
big tobacco by letting the American taxpayers,
who have spent billions in tobacco-related Fed-
eral health costs, finally have their day in court.
By working together, we can improve our Na-
tion’s health and save children’s lives.

NOTE: This statement was embargoed for release
until 7 p.m.
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Remarks at a Reception for Hillary Clinton in New York City
September 11, 2000

Well, if I were showing good judgment, I
would say nothing after that. [Laughter] First,
let me thank our host and hostess for making
us feel so welcome in this beautiful, beautiful
place.

I would like to thank all of you for the con-
tributions you have made to America in these
last years that I’ve been privileged to serve as
President, because I sometimes think that most
of what I did was to get the stumbling blocks
out of your way. You did the rest—every one
of you, each in your own way.

One of the things that bothers me as I travel
around the world today is, I see everywhere
I go, in the poorest village in Africa—I can
sit with children for 10 minutes, and I see the
light of intelligence in people’s eyes. I see the
energy, the belief, the hope. And I realize that
so many times, people like me in positions of
responsibility just mess it up for them, if people
play games with power and create illusions in
the minds of people about false values, and all
of a sudden, all these brilliant children grow
up and there’s nothing for them to do; there’s
no education for them to get and no dreams
for them to fulfill.

And so if I’ve had anything to do with what
any of you have achieved in the last 8 years,
I’ve just tried to make sure that we were doing
the right thing so that you would be able to
do what you do so well.

And I have to tell you, I think America is
profoundly indebted to all of its immigrant peo-
ple, and there are many people who came here
from other countries, not from India, here in
this room tonight, and I thank them as well.

But I think I should say a special word of
appreciation to the Indian community in the
United States which, of all of our more than
200 ethnic and religious groups, ranks first in
education and in income, a great tribute to your
efforts and to your values.

I loved my trip to India. And when Hillary
and Chelsea came home, they told me that if
I didn’t go to another country before I left the
Presidency, I had to go to India. So I did. As
you know, I visited more briefly the rest of
the subcontinent. I regret that I was not more

help to you in the cause of peace, but I will
keep trying.

I had to confess to a reporter the other day—
I say this out of deference to my good friends
John and Margo Catsimatidis, who are here,
who have more than a passing interest in Greece
and the relationships between Greece and Tur-
key and the problems in Cyprus. I do believe
when I leave office, I will have made progress
on every problem I tackled around the world
except, so far, I can’t say I moved the ball
forward on the Indian subcontinent or in Cy-
prus. But I have tried, and I will keep trying.
I promise you that.

I just want to say a couple of words about
this election and about Hillary in particular. So
many of you were kind to say things when you
went through the line, and you wished I could
run for a third term and all of that. But this
is a country of citizens, and this has always been
a country in which the citizens were the most
important people.

When Harry Truman went home to Missouri
after an enormously important period in our
country’s history, when he basically organized
our world to deal with the cold war, he said
that he was resuming his most important title,
that of citizen. And so now that my party has
a new leader and my family has a new can-
didate—[laughter]—I suppose my official title
should be Cheerleader in Chief instead of Com-
mander in Chief. [Laughter]

But I will say this because I think all of you
who have enjoyed great success in our country
will identify with it. If you work hard, you also
have to work smart. Ideas have consequences.
If you have a bad idea, it doesn’t matter how
hard you work with it; you still won’t get good
consequences out of it. And the important thing
that I think that has been at the core of all
my concern about this election is that I think
it is easier for a free people to make a mistake
when times are good than when times are bad.

The American people took a chance on me
and Hillary and Al and Tipper Gore in 1992,
but it wasn’t much of a chance, because we
were in trouble, and everybody knew we had
to change and try something new. So they gave
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